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(Oct. 1990) . .

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places DT \ C‘ 5

Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determination for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x” in the appropriate box or by entering the information
requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A™ for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and arca
of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and namrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-
900A). Use typewriter, word processor or computer to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Graves Creek Ranger Station

other name/site number Graves Creek Guard Station, Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District

2. Location

street & number Approximately 22 miles NE of Highway 101 on Quinault River Road: D not for publication
Quinault Sub-district

city or town Olympic National Park Headquarters, Port Angeles |:| vicinity

state Washington code WA county Jefferson  code 031 zip code 98362

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this A nomination —1equest for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the Nationa) Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinicn, the property _&meets does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this

property be considered significant nationally statewide locally. { ——See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of cenifying official/Title Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

. 1
In my opinion, the property not meet the National Register critenia. {  ____See continuation sheet for additional comments.}
Fi/er
L —— /7

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

\MNAw~enar Sy HHecend pdwnauﬂ oSPf G,

State of Federal agency and bureau

4, National Park Service Certification
I hereby centify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

D entered in the National Register.
Sce continuation sheet.
determined cligible for the National Register.
Sce continuation Sheet.

I:I determined not eligible for the National Register.

I:] removed from the National Register.

I:I other, (explain:)
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determination for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each itemn by marking “x” in the appropriate box or by entering the informatton
requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural classificatton, materials, and area
of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-
900A). Use typewriter, word processor or computer to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Graves Creek Ranger Station

other name/site number Graves Creek Guard Station, Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District

2. Location

street & number Approximately 22 miles NE of Highway 101 on Quinault River Road: D not for publication
Quinault Sub-district ‘

city or town Olympic National Park Headquarters, Port Angeles D vicinity

state Washington code WA county Jefferson  code 031 zip code 98362

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the desigrated authority under the National Historie Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this __nomination __zequest for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. [ recommend that this

property be considered significant ———nationally — X~ statewide—— locally. { See continuation sheet for additional commenis.}

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property _____meets ___does not meet the National Register criteria. { __See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying otficial/Title Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

I_—_l entered in the National Register.

See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the National Register.
See continuation Sheet.

determined not eligible for the National Register.

removed from the National Register.

other, (explain:)

[ T |




Graves Creek Ranger Station
Name of Property .

. Jefferson County, WA
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
[] private [] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
D public-local district 1 buildings
D public-State D site sites
public-Federal D structure 1 structures
D object objects
2 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter N/A if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Historic Resources of Olympic National Park

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
{Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Administration / Residence Administration / Residence
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

{Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER: Rustic (late)

Narrative Description

{Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  Stone

walls Wood Shake
roof Wood Shake
other Wood

{Describe the historic and current condition of the property on ene or more continuation sheets.)

Summary: The Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District is comprised of two contributing buildings within
a heavily forested area near Graves Creek in the Quinault District of Olympic National Park. The buildings are
rectangular, wood-frame structures with gable roofs and shake siding. The buildings are in good condition and
continue to function much as they did historically. Both are basically intact and appear much the same as they
did after their construction between 1939 and 1940 by the National Park Service. The complex is a fine
example of two property types identified in the Multiple Property Documentation form for the Historic
Resources of Olympic National Park: Government (National Park Service) and Architecture (Rustic). The
district has integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and meets the
registration requirements set forth in the Multiple Property Documentation form.

<+



Graves Creek Ranger Station
Name of Property .

. Jefferson County, WA

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history.
I:I B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses

high artistic values, or represents a significant and
D distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.
D

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information itnportant in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:
A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original focation.

D C abirthplace or grave

I:I D acemetery.

D E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
D F a commemorative property.

[

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Criterion A: Government / Politics

Criterion C: Architecture

Period of Significance
Criterion A: 1939 - 1940
Criterion C: 1939 - 1940

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

National Park Service
Civilian Conservation Corps

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

O O oo

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

T

[y -

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office

Other State Agency
Federal agency
Local government

University

Name of Repository:



Graves Creek Ranger Station . erson County, WA
Name of Property ty and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: Approximately 2 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 10 456477 5268635 3 10 456599 5268511
zone easting northing zane easting northing

2 10 456599 5268635 4 10 456479 5268512

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary of the district is formed by lines completing a rectangle 200 feet out from the ranger station residence.

Boundary Justification
The district includes the ranger station residence, the garage/woodshed, and the immediate surrounding natural setting of the facility to
convey a sense of the historic setting.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Gail E.H. Evans, Historian / Stephanie Toothman, Regional Historian({1986), Gretchen Luxenberg, Historian (1998), and
Jacilee Wray, Anthropologist {2005).

organization National Park Service, Columbia Cascade Support Office date 1986/1998
street & number 909 ist Avenue telephone (206) 220-4138
city or town Seattle State Washington zip code 98104-1060

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A 7.5 minute USGS map indicating the property’s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional Items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, te list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to
obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.Q. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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United States Department of the Interior
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National Register of Historic Places
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Section number 7 Graves Creek Ranger Station: Jefferson County, WA Page 1

Narrative Description: The Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District was built between 1939 and 1941.
1t is distinctive for its use of native building materials applied in a modern (late) interpretation of the Rustic
Style of architecture. A hallmark of the style is the use of local, natural materials applied in a manner so the
building fits into the landscape. That, in conjunction with careful siting of the building in the landscape and
adding plant materials so the structure appears to "grow" out of the ground, are the basic tenets and philosophy
of the Rustic style.

The Graves Creek Ranger Station residence was constructed between 1939 and 1941 with the assistance of
Public Works Administration funding and Civilian Conservation Corps labor. Beginning in 1939 the area for
the new ranger station was cleared and prepared for construction to begin. Within the next few months the CCC
transported materials for the construction of the building. Near the end of the actual construction of the building,
the CCC completed the water supply and the sewage disposal systems, and landscaped the grounds around the
ranger station. The CCC also built the combination garage/wood shed building, and a generator house that is no
longer standing.

The residence at the ranger station is a rectangular structure, measuring 25' x 23', and 1-story in height. It has
wood-frame construction set on a mortared fieldstone foundation. Exterior siding is cedar shake. The gable roof
is also sheathed with cedar shakes. Windows are 2-over-2, double-hung sash with narrow surrounds/trim. The
residence has an enclosed porch on the north elevation, which appears to be the only alteration to the structure.
Overall, the building appears much as it did when completed c. 1940.

The garage/wood shed was completed by CCC crews in 1941. Tt is rectangular in shape, measuring 22' x 24" and
is 1-story in height. Of wood-frame construction set on a stone and mortar foundation, the garage portion of the
building is set on concrete. The exterior siding is wood shake. The wood-shaked gable roof has slightly
extended eaves with exposed rafter ends and purlins. Windows are 1-over-1, double-hung sash (side elevations)
and multi-paned fixed sash (rear elevation). A wide, wooden garage door and wooden entry door are on the
main facade. This building is about 30' from the residence. The garage/wood shed appears much the same as it
did historically when finished in 1941.

The Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District continues to exhibit the qualities of its original design and
method of construction as built by the National Park Service as part of its efforts to establish a presence as the
managing agency for the new national park. It is representative of the types of buildings and structures that
were being built in national parks throughout the west, but executed in a modern (late) fashion. Using local,
natural materials on buildings that were carefully sited on the landscape, the visual impact of the new structures
was lessened by using appropriate paint colors (natural earth tones) and landscaping to soften the edges of the
building. This complex of buildings stands out as a distinct example of wood-frame and stone construction in
the Rustic Style of architecture. Although one original building in the complex no longer stands (generator
house), overall, the district retains a high degree of integrity in its location, setting, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association, and exhibits the registration requirements identified in the Multiple
Property Documentation form for the Historic Resources of Olympic National Park.
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SEE ATTACHED INVENTORY CARDS PREPARED IN 1982 FOR PROPERTY.

Section number 8 Graves Creek Ranger Station: Jefferson County, WA Page 2

Statement of Significance: '

Summary: The Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District is significant for its association with politics and
government (National Park Service) activities within Olympic National Park (criterion A). Both contributing
buildings within the district relied heavily on the financial and labor assistance provided by President Franklin
D. Roosevelt's New Deal PWA, WPA, and CCC Depression-era programs. The district also is an example of the
distinctive type of architectural style, the Rustic Style, utilized by the National Park Service in its early years of
managing former national forest lands on the Olympic Peninsula (criterion C). Built c. 1940, the two buildings
in the historic district are representative of a modern version (late) of the Rustic style as applied to
administrative facilities in the new national park. These buildings embody the characteristics of the Rustic
philosophy of design but they have been applied in a modern way, taking advantage of new building
technologies and methods while respecting and incorporating the tenets of the Rustic ethic. The complex
exhibits a high degree of craftsmanship and is indicative of two property types identified in the Multiple
Property Documentation form for the Historic Resources of Olympic National Park: Government (National Park
Service) and Architecture (Rustic). The district has integrity of location, setting, design, workmanship,
materials, feeling, and association, and meets the registration requirements set forth for these properties in the
Multiple Property Documentation form.

Narrative: Soon after the creation of Olympic National Park in 1938, National Park Service administrators
requested Public Works Administration (a Depression-era program) assistance. Beginning in 1939, the area for
the ranger station was getting cleared and prepared for construction activity with assistance from Camp Elwha
enrollees, CCC crews from the only camp in the park. Within the next few months they transported materials for
the construction of the building.

In early March of 1940, Olympic National Park received assurance of allocation for its second CCC camp, to be
located near Lake Quinault, at the Norwood Guard Station. During the early months of the summer,
construction of the new camp was rushed to completion. On August 12, the camp was occupied when a full
company of enrollees was transferred from the Millersylvania Camp near Olympia to Lake Quinault. With
facilities for 200 enrollees, the new camp at Quinault would provide for double the manpower available for park
projects when fully occupied.

Work projects undertaken by the CCC at the Quinault camp were proposed for several front and backcountry
areas. Early on in the life of this CCC camp, enrollees focused attention at Graves Creek. In 1942, crews at the
new camp developed the public campground at Graves Creek, constructed a powerhouse (lighting plant), and
completed additional landscaping projects at the Graves Creek Ranger Station.

The structures built at Graves Creek have historic significance because they were among the first administrative
buildings constructed under the auspices of the National Park Service after the 1938 creation of Olympic
National Park. Like the Park Headquarters Historic District, Graves Creek 1s a noteworthy example of a late
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Section number 8 and 9 Graves Creek Ranger Station: Jefferson County, WA _ Page 3

period in the application of the Rustic Style of design that was popular for decades in the national forests and
national parks, particularly in the westemn states (criterion C). The Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District
exhibits a high degree of craftsmanship, and continues to reflect the values and philosophies of its builders in its
architectural expression and use. The Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District is an example of two
property types identified in the Multiple Property Documentation form for the Historic Resources of Olympic
National Park: Government and Architecture. It retains a high degree of integrity in its location, setting, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and meets the registration requirements set forth in the
Multiple Property Documentation form.

Bibliography: Evans, Gail. Historic Resource Study. NPS. 1983; draft, national register nomination, 1986.
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Description

Residence; Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District
Jefferson County, WA; Quinault

view looking East
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Olympic National Park

Description

Garage; Graves Creek Ranger Station Historic District
Jefferson County, WA; Quinault

view looking East
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